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listing of half-cents : 



1793 C-1, VF 


2 . 

1793, C-3, VF/XF 

40. 

1 805, 


Fine 

3. 

1794, C-1a, VF 

41 . 

1805, 

C-4, 

Unc. 

4. 

17941" C-2b).flood 

• 42. 

1806, 

C-1 , 

Unc. 

* 5. 

1794, C-4a, AU 

*•43. 

1806, 

554 

XF 

6. 

1794, C-5a_,; VF/XF 

• 44. 

1 806, 

C-4, 

Ch. Unc. 

7. 

1794,\C-6a, VG 

45. 

1 807, 

C-1 , 

Unc., 

8. 

1794,(C-9_) Hnc., porous 

46. 

1 808, 

C-1 J 

Fair 

9. 

1795, C-1, AU 

47. 

1 808, 

, v C-2j 

XF 

10. 

■ 1795,.C-2b) VG • 

48. 

1 808, 


Unc, spotty 

11 . 

■ 1795, C- 4 ) AU 

/ 0 # 

1809, 

1 C-1 ,/ 

VF 

12. 

. 1795, C-5b VF ,' scratched 

50. 

1809, 

C- 2, 

VF 

13. 

, 1795, ^-6a, XF 

51 . 

1809, 

C-3, 

AU 

14. 

, 1795, .C-6b,1 Good . 

52. 

1 809, 

■ C-4, 

Unc. 

15. 

. 1 796, C-y VG 

53. 

1 809, 

. C-5, 

Gem BU 

16. 

. 1796, ,C-2, S - XF 

54. 

1 809 


17. 

. 1797, C-1, XF 

55. 

1810 

3-1 , Brown Unc . 

1 3 , 

. 1797, C-2, VF 

56. 

1 S11 , 

, C-1_, 

VF 

1 9 . 

1 797, v^3a) VF/XF 

57. 

1811 , 

,( C-2) 

XF 

• 20. 

. 1797, C-3b, VG 

® 58 . 

1 825, 

, C-1 , 

AU 

21 . 

1797,(c^3c) Poor 

.59. 

1 825, 

, c- 2 . 

Unc. , laminated 

22 . 

1797, C-3b, duplicate. AG 

» 60 . 

1826, 

> c - 1 , 

part red unc. 

23. 

1800, C-1, Ch. Unc. 

- 61. 

1826, 

, C-2, 

about XF 


1802, C-1, Good 

» 62, 

1 828, 

, C-1 , 

Unc . 

25. 

T802 , 3-2, F/VF 

* 63. 

1 828 , 

C-2, 

Unc. 

r 

1 8°3Cc 2J Un c . 

* 

1 829 

, C-1, 

Unc. 

i - ? - 

1 803,sC-2, . VF 

65. 

1 831 , 

,(c-y) 

Fine or better 

^ 28. 

1 803CjCzTb Unc. 

* 66. 

1 832, 

, c -1 , 

Unc. 

| 29 . 

1803/.C-4; XF 

♦ 67. 

1 832, 

, C-2, 

Unc. 



. 1804, 

4- 1 - 

AU 

* 68 . 

1832, 

C-3, 

Unc. 


31 , 

. 1804, 

(c-4} 

Fi ne 

a 69. 

1833, 

C-1 , 

AU 


32. 

. 1804, 

'-5, 

XF 

0 70. 

-v 

<r\ 

00 

C-1 , 

AU 


■2 3 _ 

. 1804, 

C- 6 : , 

Unc. 

* 71 . 

vc. 

co 

C-2, 

Unc. 



, 1804, 

, 

XF 

' 72. 

O' 

CO 

C-1 , 

Unc. 


3 5 . 

. 1804, 

C-1 0, 

, Unc. 

» 73- 

79 , 1 850-57, 

, each 

Unc, 



C-11 , 

, AU 






37. 

. 1804, 

C-1 2, 

, Unc. 

*#*# p ius**** 

seven 

(7) pi 

0 

0 

3 ; , 

' 3 CI, 

c-1 3, 

, Gem BU 






QC 

" 8 : r . 

C -1 , 

Ch. BU 







speci 
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From the Desk of | 

WALTER | 


THE "ENCYCLOPEDIA"IS HERETTTTTTTTT7 

Now you peons will use it!!!!!!!! 

Your LORD and master has spoken!! 

This colossal masterpiece will be 
used as the ONLY REFERENCE hence¬ 
forth on the subject of US Half 
Cents!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!■!|!>i;i]!j ; i i 

To do otherwise will result in 
your excommunication!!!!!!!!!!!!!'! 

I have labored long and hard and 
all data is the gospel!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Any other person is an ICONOCLAST! 

I claim complete and absolute au¬ 
thority.All previous writers do not 
have my astrological powers!!!!!!!! 

You will now read and be beholden 
t o ONLY ME!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 














10358 Buena Vista Avenue 
Santee, CA 92071 

February 17, 1986 


Mr. Roger S. Cohen 
4701 Sangamore Rd. 

Bethesda, MD 20816 

Dear Mr. Cohen: 

I am in reciept of your letter and enclosures of January 21. 

Ever since your letter of September 19, I have been in a quandry 
as to how to answer. First of all, I must thank you for the information 
that you furnished on the deluxe editions of your book, as well as for 
catching my slip-up on the Quarterman reprint of Stewart’s work (which 
was in my notes, but somehow never made it to the final article). 

Second, and, most important, I consider myself to be a close 
friend to both Jack Collins and Walter Breen, the two people that I 
feel you have done the most to hurt in the hobby. 

It is entirely for this last reason that I am unable to furnish 
you with the information you requested. I have seen the letters that 
you wrote to Jack, dripping with hate and jealousy. There is no room 
in the numismatic fraternity for such childish antics. You are obvious¬ 
ly upset that a better work than your own has been published, and, in¬ 
stead of being glad that such an in-depth piece of research has been 
published, you have done your best to pooh-pooh the work, and then 
have picked out the little faults and magnified them so much that you 
are no longer able to see the good points. 

If you are unhappy with "THE BIG RED BOOK," publish something bet¬ 
ter. If you can. This is how true numismatic scholars have worked 
over the years--not by taking their marbles and going home. Does it 
bother you that when all is said and done the contributions that Walter 
and Jack have made will tower over your own such efforts? Is that why 
you vainly, desperately try to tear down the best thing yet written on 
the series? 

As you have already guessed, my lot has already been cast with 
Walter and Jack. It’s a shame that such petty politics must exist in 
numismatics, but, when the "battle" is between a hateful, spiteful man 
and two people who I consider to be among the most honest and fair in 
the hobby, it is not too difficult to pick the side of the angels. 
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10358 Buena Vista 
Santee, CA 92071 

March 22, 1986 


Dear Mr. Cohen, 

I’ve received your letter of'3/18. Circumstances permit a much 
quicker reply than my last. 

I do not want to he placed in the middle of a controversy. But, 
the plain truth is that one already exists, and, as I’ve already stated, 
I have chosen sides. 

Personal prejudice played only a minor role in the letter I sent. 

I have nothing against you or your work. I just have a problem in 
dealing with your prejudices. Your last line completely ruined the 
rest of your letter. Do you remember it? "I do hope you enjoy the 
Fairy land you have chosen to enter." Yes, I know that both Jack and 
Walter come under your heading of "Fairy land." Big deal. What a per¬ 
son does in the privacy of their home is none of my business. Good 
grief, there are drug dealers, major drug users, ex-convicts, people 
who should be serving time, thieves, rapists, at least two people who 
have killed and God only knows what else involved in numismatics! Why 
do you have to pick out a point that is completely meaningless to pick 
on? Since you are a researcher, you know how important it is to know 
about what you're writing or speaking about. If you have a problem 
with accepting Jack, Walter (and, I can guarantee you, thousands of 
others. I personally know around 25-30 men..and women involved on 
both sides of the numismatic table* who are homosexual. Included are 
some of the largest dealers and collectors) why don't you research the 
subject? I'm not here to preach, but, you might learn something. My 
last word on the subject--I feel that you've allowed your personal 
prejudice get the best of you and, unfortunately, it has hurt the nu¬ 
mismatic community. 

You were a bit unfair in your treatment of Walter. First, I do 
not consider him to be an "egomaniac." The man enjoys attention, but 
I dare you to find a human being who doesn't. Nor did he keep his 
knowledge to himself for twenty years. He had no resources that were 
denied to anyone else--the knowledge was there, waiting to be found. 
You've also got to remember that in the twenty years after he com¬ 
pleted his first monograph on half cents, there were a lot of different 
things happening. After leaving Harmer Rooke, most of his manuscripts 
were kept by Don Taxay (later sold to a noted bibliophile). I be¬ 
lieve the half cent work was among those lost. There were also many 



other things to be done--ranging from raising his two children to 
researching and writing about other topics. 

I do not think that the publication of the half cent encyclopedia 
was brought about because of your incessant needling to "Put up or 
Shut Up." Rather, it was thought that a comprehensive work in the 
series was sorely missing and that it would fill an existing gap in 
numismatic knowledge. 

As I said before, if you don't like the book, write a better one. 
That's how it's done. If the book is as bad as you say it is, you 
don't have to waste valuable, energy trying to tear it down and ripping 
it to shreds. Use that energy to write something better. A useless 
book can only be the standard reference as long as it is the only book 
written. Your book replaced Gilbert. Walter's has started to replace 
yours. The collecting public is not easily fooled--it knows what it 
wants, and, if it doesn't get it, it makes that fact known. If the 
collector isn't happy with WB's book, we'll all hear about it. 

I have never allowed my personal feelings to interfere with nu¬ 
mismatics. If you need any information, I'd be glad to furnish it. 

I am unable to provide you with any additional data on the half 
cents, for reasons that have absolutely nothing to do with the feud. 

In closing, "I do hope YOU enjoy the Unfair land you have chosen 
to enter." 



CIamJSIjiju. 



